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Answering Non Technical Questions

Italo Vignoli



2
LibreOffice Brno 2016 Conference Presentation

Typical Questions

What about Excel Macros?
What about third party applications?
When should I remove Microsoft Office?
What about resistance to change?
What about LibreOffice quality and security?
Where are LibreOffice headquarters?
Why Microsoft is not complaining about FOSS?
Why should people work for free?
???
How the hell can I save my butt?
How the hell should I trust you vs Mister X?
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Manage Resistance to Change



 
 

Future of OSS



 
 

Future of OSS



 
 

Future of OSS



 
 

Future of OSS



 
 

The Document Foundation

German Charitable Foundation
Board of Directors > coordinates all activities
Membership Committee > coordinates membership
Engineering Steering Committee > oversees development
Staff > administration, general secretary, software releases, 
infrastructure, quality assurance, marketing, community
Budget: one million Euro (excluding development)



 
 

LibreOffice Quality Assurance

Quality
Gerrit for Commit management
Tinderboxes for Daily Code Compilation
Automated Tests based on 10K Documents

Security
Security Tests from Independent R&D Labs
Weekly Source Code Scan by Coverity



TDF Migration Protocol



TDF Migration Timeline
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Non Standard: Circa 2000 AC



13 
 

No Interoperability
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Non Standard: Circa 2000 DC



15 
 

False Interoperability
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Standard: Circa 2000 DC
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True Interoperability



 
 

Coverity Scan



 
 

What is Coverity Scan?

Coverity Scan is a service by which Coverity provides
the results of analysis on open source coding projects
to open source code developers
Coverity Scan is powered by Coverity Quality Advisor, which 
surfaces defects identified by the Coverity Static Analysis 
Verification Engine (Coverity SAVE) for fast and easy 
remediation
Coverity offers the results of the analysis completed by 
Coverity Quality Advisor on registered projects at no charge to 
registered open source developers



 
 

Coverity Scan and OSS



 
 

LibreOffice and Coverity Scan



 
 

Source Code Quality



 
 

Vulnerabilities
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Document Vulnerabilities
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Simplicity vs Complexity
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ODF is Standard in UK
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ODF is Standard

The Netherlands Taiwan

FranceSweden
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Brain and Computer

Red

Brain Computer

#FF0000
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#FF0000 Color

ODF (LibreOffice)
Writer
fo:color="#FF0000"
Calc
fo:color="#FF0000"
Impress
fo:color="#FF0000"

OOXML (MS Office)
Word
w:color w:val="FF0000"
Excel
color rgb="FFFF0000"
PowerPoint
a:srgbClr val="FF0000"



Lessons Learned

TDF Migration Protocol represents a fundamental 
reference for the success of migrations to open 
source software

Impossible migrations do not exist, if you approach 
the process with a committed project team and 
respect the reference project schedule

Educating enterprise users is a fundamental task, 
as they have to learn a new approach to software 
and the community

Leveraging value added resources such as 
LibreOffice LTS versions is key to overcome 
resistance to change



 
 

Man is an 
animal with 
two legs and 
no feathers

Plato



 
 

Plato's Man

Diogenes the Cynic
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All text and image content in this document is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License 
(unless otherwise specified). "LibreOffice" and "The Document Foundation" are registered trademarks. Their respective logos 
and icons are subject to international copyright laws. The use of these therefore is subject to the  trademark policy.

Thank you …

italo@vignoli.org
italo@libreoffice.org

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://wiki.documentfoundation.org/TradeMark_Policy

